Racial and ethnic disparities in childhood immunization coverage in North Carolina.
In 2000 the North Carolina Immunization Branch established the Disparities Core Team to address the issue of disparities in immunization coverage in the state. Since no existing research identified disparities in childhood immunization, the Disparities Core Team undertook a kindergarten survey to determine the existence of disparities. Childhood immunization coverage levels were measured retrospectively by race and ethnicity in North Carolina. Completion of the 4-3-1 series (4 DTaP, 3 Polio and 1 MMR) by 24 months was considered up-to-date. Immunization, demographic, and healthcare information was collected from school records in the fall of 2001 for a sample of kindergarten students. Disparities were found on both state and regional levels. Disparities within regions varied. White children were more likely to be up-to-date by 24 months of age than African American children (OR = 1.60, 95% CI 1.26-2.03), Latino children (OR = 2.24, 95% CI 1.61-3.11), and Asian children (OR = 1.88, 95% CI 1.03-3.4). Discovery of the cause of racial and ethnic disparities requires further study. Implications for interventions to eliminate disparities are discussed.